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Honorable Luthexr C, Johnson, page £

Artiole 1288, Vernon's isnnotuted Stetutss, commonly known

@8 the Statute of Frauds, provides that a conveyance of an
interest in land must de in writing, irticle 8827, Vernon's
Annotated Statutes, provides for the recording of all deeds

and conveysnces of interests in lend., Since there i{s no
oonveyanoe recorded in the County Clerk's office conveying

an interest in the minersls in question to the recysiing plant
owner and since it is not known that there iz a written instru-
ment wherein the lesses ccnveyed an interest in the minerals

Yo the reocycling plant ownar, it is our opinion that the lessee,
the record owner of the full seven-eighths working interest,
should be assessed for the full value of this seven~eightha
working interest, The tax esseszor 18 not reguired insofar
as resl astste is concerned to inquire inte oral end secret
agresments but is justified in aszeasing the property against
the record owner,

we wish to call your sttention to the csse of State
vs. ~uintsna Petroleum Compeny, et al., 133 5, %, {24) 112,
by the Suprems Court of Texas, whioh dces net deal directly
with your question dut iz helpful in determining how mineral
interests should be assessed particularly where an oil pay-

ment 1s cutatending.
Trusting that we have answered your guestion fully,
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